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Committed to Excellence 

South Harrison Twp. Elementary School Re-Opening FAQs 

August 1, 2020 

Health & Safety 

Questions Answers 

With the amount of time the students will be in 
school and on bus will they be able to have a 

snack and bring water bottle? 

We are currently finalizing our procedures and reviewing our snack policy 
and understand the need for students to have a snack and be able to drink 
water during the day. This information will be included in our final 
reopening plan.  

What is the procedure for a teacher/staff 

member or student that tests positive for 
COV19?  

School officials will establish and maintain communication with local and 

State authorities to determine current mitigation levels in the community. 

The School Nurse will serve as liaison to County and State health officials 

for Kingsway; South Harrison School Nurse Bethany Bakley will serve as 

liaison for South Harrison Twp. Elementary School. South Harrison and 

Kingsway Regional School nurses will continue to collaborate with School 

Physician, Dr. Pirolli and solicit feedback, direction and guidance with 

regard the health and safety guidelines. 

Isolation and Quarantine: Isolation and quarantine help protect the public 

by preventing exposure to people who have or may have a contagious 

disease (NJDOE, NJCDS); Isolation separates sick people with a 

contagious disease from people who are not sick; Quarantine separates and 

restricts the movement of people who were exposed to a contagious disease 

to see if they become sick. 

The timeframe for Self-Isolation/Quarantine is based on testing results. It is 

expected that any person getting a COVID-19 Diagnostic Test (nasal swab 

or saliva) will self-quarantine after specimen collection AND are advised of 

the results of their test, unless otherwise directed by those administering the 

test. These recommendations are not for those who undergo antibody 

testing (serologic test). Depending on the test result, the length of time for 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID-19-IsolationVsQuarantine.pdf
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isolation/self-quarantine is determined by the chart attached. Timeframe for 

Self-Isolation/Quarantine based on test result (NJDOH) 

The Schools recognize the NJ Department of Health’s instructional and 

steps for NJ residents who test for COVID-19. NJ Residents who test 

POSITIVE for COVID-19; NJ Residents who test NEGATIVE for COVID-

19 

As a district, we are required to undergo contact tracing protocols under the 

guidance of the Gloucester County Department of Health.  We will undergo 

that protocol immediately when a student or staff member contracts COVID 

19. Parents will be notified if their child has been exposed to someone who

has contracted the virus.

Students who are sick will be sent home or should stay home.  

Communication to the school attendance secretary is critical.  Parents and 

students will then proceed following their family doctor’s orders.  

Parents and students should follow current CDC guidelines in conjunction 

with their family doctor recommendations. If students are healthy enough to 

do virtual learning, provisions will be made for them to attend in the virtual 

setting.   

Students who have family members who have contracted COVID and live 

in the same household should also follow current CDC guidelines and 

contact school health officials who will provide further guidance.   

How are you testing students before entering 

school and exposing other staff and students 

Parents will be expected to complete a COVID-19 Screening Pledge prior 

to the start of the school year. Daily, students will be required to complete a 

CODID-19 Symptom Screening form prior to arriving to school. This was 

communicated in the Superintendent's SH Reopening Plan Update No. 2 - 

July 31, 2020 and additional details regarding procedures will  be 

communicated over the summer. 

How will parents be notified? Will the parents of 
only that one classroom be notified or will the 

entire school community be notified? 

It depends, but generally yes, but only if that information is in a non-

personally identifiable form. Specifically, the educational agency or 

institution must make a reasonable determination that a student’s identity is 

not personally identifiable, whether through single or multiple releases, and 

taking into account other reasonably available information. See 34 C.F.R. § 

99.31(b)(1). If an educational agency or institution discloses information 

about students in non-personally identifiable form, then consent by the 

parents or eligible students is not needed under FERPA. (FERPA Student 

Privacy Policy Office, March 2020) 

The Office for Civil Rights (OCR) at the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services released guidance on February 3, 2020, regarding 

disclosures of PHI to first responders such as law enforcement officials, 

paramedics, and public health authorities. In a bulletin released on March 

28, 2020, OCR reminded covered entities of their civil rights obligations to 

protected classes under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

A parent or eligible student must provide written consent before an 

educational agency or institution discloses PII from a student’s education 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_test-result-iq-timetable.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_test-result-iq-timetable.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_Instructions_Persons_Who_Test_Positive.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_Instructions_Persons_Who_Test_Positive.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_Instructions_Persons_Who_Test_Negative.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_Instructions_Persons_Who_Test_Negative.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Superintendent%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Update%20No.%202%207.31.2020.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Superintendent%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Update%20No.%202%207.31.2020.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-hipaa-and-first-responders-508.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ocr-bulletin-3-28-20.pdf
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records, unless one of the exceptions to FERPA’s general consent rule 

applies. 20 U.S.C. §§ 1232g(b)(1) and (b)(2); 34 C.F.R. §§ 99.30 and 99.31. 

FERPA requires that a consent form be signed and dated by a parent or 

eligible student and (1) specify the records that may be disclosed; (2) state 

the purpose of the disclosure; and (3) identify the party or class of parties to 

whom the disclosure may be made. 34 C.F.R. § 99.30(a) and (b). At the 

conclusion of this document, we have included a sample FERPA consent 

form.  

Although educational agencies and institutions can often address threats to 

the health or safety of students or other individuals in a manner that does 

not identify a particular student, FERPA permits educational agencies and 

institutions to disclose, without prior written consent, PII from student 

education records to appropriate parties in connection with an emergency, if 
knowledge of that information is necessary to protect the health or safety of 

a student or other individuals. 20 U.S.C. § 1232g(b)(1)(I); 34 C.F.R. §§ 

99.31(a)(10) and 99.36. This “health or safety emergency” exception to 

FERPA’s general consent requirement is limited in time to the period of the 

emergency and generally does not allow for a blanket release of PII from 

student education records. Typically, law enforcement officials, public 

health officials, trained medical personnel, and parents (including parents of 

an eligible student) are the types of appropriate parties to whom PII from 

education records may be disclosed under this FERPA exception. For 

purposes of FERPA’s health or safety emergency exception, the 

determination by an educational agency or institution that there is a specific 

emergency is not based on a generalized or distant threat of a possible or 

eventual emergency for which the likelihood of occurrence is unknown, 

such as would be addressed in general emergency preparedness activities. If 

local public health authorities determine that a public health emergency, 

such as COVID-19, is a significant threat to students or other individuals in 

the community, an educational agency or institution in that community may 

determine that an emergency exists as well.  

What is the procedure for a student or 

teacher/staff member who becomes ill during the 

day? 

Staff/Students who begin to show symptoms during the work day should 

report to the nurse’s office.  The nurse will assess and determine if 

staff/students should be isolated or quarantined and picked up or in the case 

of a staff member sent home. To learn about isolatiomn/quarantine, click 

Timeframe for Self-Isolation/Quarantine based on test result (NJDOH) 

What if kids or faculty are travelling/visiting 

outside of the state? what will be protocol? 

New Jersey’s State Travel Ban Advisory has issued an incoming travel 

advisory that all individuals entering the State with a significant spread of 

COVID-19 should quarantine for 14-days after leaving the state. As of July 

28, 2020, there are currently 36 states and U.S. jurisdictions that meet the 

criteria. Governor Murphy recently stated, “It is critically important that all 

New Jerseyans remain committed to beating COVID-19 by remaining 

vigilant and continuing our collective efforts to reduce new cases and the 

rate of transmission throughout the state. In order to prevent additional 

outbreaks across New Jersey and continue with our responsible restart and 
recovery process, I strongly encourage all individuals arriving from these 

hotspot states to proactively get a COVID-19 test and self-quarantine. 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_test-result-iq-timetable.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-information/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
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Students are expected to abide by the Governor Murphy’s recommendation 

to quarantine and to communicate with each school’s attendance secretary.  

Are there rules for face coverings? A guideline that will apply to all faculty, staff, students, and visitors is the 

wearing of cloth face masks. While we will share additional information 

regarding masks, it is important that our parents are aware of this 

requirement now, as it will apply to all our students throughout the duration 

of the school day. Please know that the District will not be providing masks 

to students and that the purchasing of masks will be the responsibility of 

our parents. NJ.com recently published an article entitled, “You need to 

‘mask train’ your kids before schools reopen…. Here’s how to do it.” I 

share this article to assist our parents/students in the preparation of wearing 

masks (or neck gaiters) throughout the school day as “mask-endurance” 

will be a serious challenge for students.    

Masks are to adhere to the dress code from the standpoint that any mask 

that is offensive or causes a disruption to the learning environment will not 

be permitted. Dress code violations as they pertain to masks would be 

subject to the discipline code as well. N95 masks or KN95 masks are 

permitted. The district will be providing protective masks for all staff.  

Shields may be used by staff members (following protocol) in some 

instances. Masks must be worn properly by all staff and students. 

How will students in grades 1-3 social distance 

if all students are attending all 4 days? 

We have reduced the class sizes and purchased plastic barriers for tables 

ensure appropriate safety measures are put into place.  

Will the same classrooms be used for the 

preschool kindergarten students across the 2 

cohorts? Is the time that is built into the schedule 

enough time to thoroughly clean the classroom 

in between? 

 Yes, time has been built into the schedule for proper cleaning procedures. 

Will kids be able to wear face shields instead of 

a mask?  My son was in speech for 5 years and 

placed out of speech at end of 2nd grade but I 

am concern with loosing mouth motion while 

wearing a mask during the school day. 

 Face shields do not replace masks, but may be used in addition to masks. 

With the amount of time the students will be in 

school and on bus (especially high schoolers that 

live in South Harrison where the bus ride is very 

long) will they be able to have a snack and bring 

water bottle. Also, if there are sport practices 

will they be able to eat lunch before they start. 

We are currently finalizing our procedures and reviewing our snack policy 

and understand the need for students to have a snack and be able to drink 

water during the day. This information will be included in our final 

reopening plan. For safety reasons, students will NOT be allowed to eat or 

drink on the bus.  

Academic Program 

https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/07/you-need-to-mask-train-your-kids-before-schools-reopen-nj-districts-say-heres-how-to-do-it.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/07/you-need-to-mask-train-your-kids-before-schools-reopen-nj-districts-say-heres-how-to-do-it.html
https://patch.com/new-jersey/summit/summit-superintendent-students-should-build-mask-endurance
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Questions Answers 

What is the logic behind having the youngest 

group report 4 times a week?  This is the group 
with less understanding of hygiene and more 

likely to spread the virus unknowingly.  

Using our educational expertise and recommendations from various sources 

including the American Academy of Pediatrics and National Academies of 

Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, we prioritized in-person instruction 

for our youngest learners. Younger grades benefit the most from in-person, 

explicit instruction, and typically require an adult to assist them with 

technology and lessons placing significant demands on families. 

If I begin on a virtual platform or vice versa, can 

I switch, if circumstances change at home?  For 
instance, I have to return to work suddenly.  

Yes. A process will be communicated as to how you may change your 

child’s Learning Program.  

For the preschool class, are 3- and 4-year old’s 

in the same class now since it is now broken into 

cohorts only by last name? 

Due to low enrollment in our three-year-old program, we have combined 

the two programs. Students who have been accepted into our four-year-old 

tuition program will have the option to attend two days. If enrollment 

declines, there may be an option to attend four days. The tuition will be 

prorated based on the new offering and communication soon to families.  

To clarify, what are the divided times for Grades 

1,2 &3 for AM and PM? 

Please refer to our Bell Schedule. Grades 1, 2, and 3 will attend school on 

an early dismissal schedule.  

Can you please provide details regarding the 

virtual expectations/requirements for the 
teachers? Is it possible to have teachers provide 

lessons on a recorded live stream? 

Our Best Practices for Teachers Guidelines and Parent Guide will address 

these questions. These guides will be available for review very soon.  

Why are students still receiving the entire week 

off in the beginning of November if the 
expectation is that people should be limiting 

travel to certain states?  Why not just have the 
minimum number of days off for teacher/admin 

in-service? 

This question has been vetted through our School Reopening Committees 

and it was decided to front load the in-services instead of dispersed 

throughout the year.  

If your child has to be absent for something 
whether it be sick, Dr’s appt, emergency and 

they have to miss school, can they make it up on 
virtual that day? 

We are currently updating our attendance policy. Traditionally, if a child is 

absent from school, they would make up the work, if applicable. We will 

take these questions and suggestions into consideration when finalizing our 

plan.  

When do we have to decide if we want to go 
with the all virtual option? 

We are asking parents to complete the Summer Parent Survey (emailed 
July 31st) by August 7th.  

Will the attendance policy be modified? As defined by State Law, the attendance policy remains the same. 
However, perfect attendance awards/incentives will be suspended. We 
hope that by eliminating this incentive any pressure to attend school when 
not feeling well may be eliminated. 

Is there a date set for reevaluation of the 
schedule or is this model expected to last the 

Our intention is to open our schools in September with a plan that 

prioritizes the health and safety of our faculty, staff, and students. However, 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/71
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LG35KCN
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entirety of the school year?   we are in a very fluid moment, and New Jersey’s plan to reopen schools 

could change, with little warning, and compel our schools to remain closed. 

We acknowledge that the state-wide conversation to keep our schools 

closed is gaining momentum; and, this acknowledgement is an attempt to 

provide you with ample time to prepare accordingly. At present, the district 

does not have a set date as things remain very fluid at the state level and we 

will await further guidance from the DOE. This was communicated in the 

Superintendent's SH Reopening Plan Update No. 2 - July 31, 2020. 

Should there be a spike in cases, will all classes 
change to virtual as they did in the spring? 

South Harrison is ready to pivot to a fully virtual learning program should 
the need arise.  

The revised district calendar shows this new 
hybrid schedule for the entire school year.  Is it 

possible that we could return to full-time in-
person instruction at all this year?  Or will we 

keep the hybrid model for the entire year 
regardless? 

Should conditions permit, South Harrison can pivot to a 5-day a week all 

in-person school day.  

What if your child is in group A but all of his/her 
friends are in group B will they have to stay like 

that or can they transfer groups 

Cohorts cannot be constructed around peer relationships. There may, 

however, be some exceptions to this rule as we attempt to balance our 

cohorts with our elementary schools while ensuring that siblings with 

different last names are cohorted together. We hope you understand that we 

will not be able to accommodate parent requests with respect to selecting a 

desired cohort at this time. Students assigned to Cohort V will be by parent 

choice. This matter is addressed in Superintendent's Preliminary School 

Reopening Schedules Letter - July 23, 2020 UPDATED July 29th. 

How do I make sure that my children are in the 
same cohort?  

All the elementary school sending districts and Kingsway have worked 
closely to align the process so that siblings are scheduled together.  Should 
there be a situation that arises that proves difficult, please reach out to 
the building principal.   

Technology 

Questions Answers 

Will the school be providing Chromebooks to 
students who didn’t have them this past spring? 

Each child can have access to a school provided Chromebook.  Please fill 
out a support ticket here or call 856-467-3300 X4256, and leave a 
message detailing your name, child’s name, address, and call back 
number.   

Will the school invest in working microphones 
for all teachers to facilitate the challenges of 

teaching behind a mask? 

Not at this time.  We will evaluate and add microphones on an as-needed 
basis if this becomes an issue. 

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Superintendent%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Update%20No.%202%207.31.2020.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Preliminary%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Super.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Preliminary%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Super.pdf
https://forms.gle/ivRXQTQq2ZkgxAxE9

